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FVR FAR!WG. 
! ,  

Accuraate ihforrnation i n  regard t o  fur farming operation. i n  Alaska 

1a”difficult t o  obtain and# of estmmkk .I fragmentsq character . In many 

Caaeb operations &re incidental t o  other work and have been more o r  less 

unsuccessful. 

/ 

The data which the Eureau of Fisheries publisfiss fs obtained 

from-- correepondence a i th  fur farmers and 

from reports of V f i . 8  employees i n  Alasb. 

The Bureau has no direct  jurisdiction over fur farming operations, other 

than the enforcement of the l a w  and regulations for the protection of fur- 

bearirq animals i n  Alaska, A number of islands, however, are available 

f a r  lease by the Department of Commerce f o r  fox propagation purposes. 

z%f&smatar 

George L. Morrison of Hot Springs reports that considerable loso oc- 

curred in his operations i n  the spring of 1918 because of  a dieestroar 

flood, i n  consequence of which only 33 silver pups were r8iaed from the 

stock of 29 pairs of s i lvers  and 1 pair of  cmo8ses retained i n  1917. 

I t  was the intention t o  take f f i  the pelt8 of 25 of the s i lver r  

The foxes &re kept in 6U corrals, 301“ 27 by 27 and 3%6 by 2?&, ?E!. 

Morrison leared his ranch in the f a l l  of 1318 -tr 

this season. 
r .pt - &?, &A 

n 
intended 

to  enter m i l i t a r y  service. 

w. H, Newton, of Healdy Rbrrr, poet office Richardson, continned 
w l  th  

operations Lua two pair6 of foxes. 

1 - u i k s . k  lie hwP4 pairs all r d r e d  in cap- 

t i c i ty ,  and hopes f o r  be t te r  6\1~ce66 as they tiwe docile and almost 

domesticated. 

considere the - locality i l e a l  f o r  fur fanning M the food Is oe- 

One l i t t e r  of mix mu raised. aclt 
retained 

c ockec? It was stated that he feeaa:!;& an8 vegetatles Mr. Newton 
- - - I - - -  * _ * -  

cured with a m i n i m  of e f for t  and iP w l l l  stay froaen all  winter without 

spoiling. He also conternplater experimenting Kith marten. 



* 
/ F 5  

F. Berry, Bomer via Soldovia, is undertaking fox farming in partner- 'FJ _ _  
ship with Dr. E .  F .  German of Anchorage. They have one pair of eilver- 

' black foxes and expect t o  increase the stock and also t o  secure mink. 

Sholin Brothers & Company, of  Homer, report  ratiefactory progrers 

In fur farming. Operations were begun in 1915 with 3 pairs of r i lver-  

'black foxes; there was no increaee In 1316, but in 1817 there were two 

l i t t e r s  o f  5 each which were raised succesefully. Sixteen pupr were 

succesefully reared i n  1818. Three pairs of  young foxee have been s o l d  

$ m - w  and they retained 12 pairmifor breeding purposes. 

The pen8 a r e  about 36 by 40 f e e t ,  with log honser and dens inside. 

fish mixed w i t h  corn meal, etc.,  and rabbits and neat scraps are fed.  

Cook& 

James McFheraon of Ellamar ha8 blue foxee on Peak and Faked Island8 

in Prince Willian Sound. The foxes run w l l d  on the Irlands 

the exact number 1'8noJ known. 

cipal food I s  f i rh  o f  earlous kinds. 

'# -4,' 1~ . . . J n  *!A- - pelt8 were take&' The prin- 
e q  



S S h i p e n t s  of FGrs f rom Alssire in the Fur Vear f rom 
7:onelrJmr 16, 1317, t o  P:o.renber 15, 1918. 

Fears: 
Black . . . . . . . . . . . .  11.44 
P r o m . .  . . . . . . . . . .  35 
.;lacier 35 
Gr i z z 1y . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 

lieaver . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .1OS 
ErnSne . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,448 
Foxes:  

Elack. . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 
T j l ~  . . . 706 
Cross. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,651 
Ed. . . . . . . . . . . . .  .11,295 
Silver gray. 440 
%ite. . . . (4,L.26 

Hare, Arctic . . . . . . . . .  38 
Lynx.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,080 

. . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . .  

"15 .00 
12.@9 
30.00 
20 .TO 
21 .eo 
1 .&XI 

150 .oc! 
85 .OO 

28 -00 
140.00 
49 800 
.10 

50 .eo 

?1?,460.00 
420. nc? 

1,(?90.@O 
840 .OC 

2,289 .Q@ 
8 , 172 .P@ 

900 .O@ 
60,010 .OO 
82,550 .cIc 

61,600 .OO 

3.80 

316,260 .no 

165,040.00 . 

I .  



$ A.  E .  Somervills forwaxdad a giamsa photograph of 

the ekins taken from the ranches operated by h i m  i n  the Aleutian Islands 

Reservati on . m k ? S L i  first 
. 

&.A/ C U  d" *I 

_ , s ince  the island was etocked in 

1912, and resulted i n  a take of  224 blue and 15 white pe l t s ,  wh$eh,Ab Q3-".d 
s ta te  sold f o r  ~14,000,15+.+e. 

F 
, t  ' 

Q1 
S.  Applegate of Berkeley, Calif., malntrinrb fox ranches on Semalga 

Ukliuge and S?cagul felande, within the Aleutian Islands Reeervation. 

Tn regard to h i e  operationr, NIr. Applegate fit%a&u writes as fallom: 

quote. 

- "  

f * 

J. D. Jefferson, of Vslder, report xcellent luc e6 wlth blue foxes 
f B b )  

* placed on ttrar Bald Head& Island in  3917. The foxes FM et large 
!# 9, 

??one dah ki l led  03 the ieland,but he things -re are  about 16 young. 

for fur. 

cooked, with occasionally a l i t t l e  raw fish or grm#s, 

thrive&andAbeccms extremely tame.rutlut Mr. Jefferson reports that they 

es t  ravenonaly except during the season when the fur i s  p r l r w a h x  

cross foxes placed on the Dntch Group have not been eucaerrful and all ~lp 

%m%xRx8rptxauu but one were los t .  

on t h i s  Island and #sa have a keeper t o  look a f t e r  them, 

that food is  plent i ful  and eraily obtained. 

The principal food is f i sh ,  with rice, oatmeal o r  corn meal, 

The foxes Lrars 
A*-* 

The 

wlr. Jefferaon intends to  place blaes 

Re s t a t e s  

-tftlmXIUjCXfSltJtRf- 

Peter Petrevsky of Epk continued operations on hook Tslsnd with 

3 pairs of r i lver  foxee, 1 croes 

pup8 were raised i n  1918. I&. Petr 

very satisfactory on account of the 

birdr which makes i t  difficult t o  g 



i-Jose&i Voelkl, 18 Mile Post, Haines, reported that the foxes he 

retained Irratrrr- from 1917 had not bred and he had k i l l e d  a11 of 

them. 

*he remainder. 

Five of hie  stock of minks escaped frm the pen and he killed 

He statee ,  however, that he expects t o  build new corral6 

and obtain new stock. 

Af. C. Smith, Porcupine, ChiUrat Valley, reported that he has 8 pen6 

a d  a stock of 4 pairs of breeders, a i i l v e r  and 1 crosa. Tm, l i t t e r 6  

were born i n  1918, one of 4 si lvere  and one of two.crosses 

3 of the silver8 and 1 cross. , T h e  feed given is house 8crap8, bear meat, 

hor8s mes t ,  rabbits,  owls, eagles, r ice ,  corn meal, rolled o a t s ,  and al l  

kinds of green vegetable6 . 

He raised 
2 .. * - -"&//' , I<.% . L (I 

Rufus D. Elakely of Ketchikan has undertaken the raising of muskrat-; 
4 

in lahse on Bold Tsland..qThe ef for t s  t o  stock the lakes w i t h  suitable 

p b n t e  for  food were not very sdces8m-t was thought because of the 

condition of the soil which ~ I l l  require considerable expense for  proper 

,srccc--\ *. 

.._-. -*_- 

treatment. It was stated tthh:t:Bgfibcontemplate further experiments, 
* 

posribly w i t h  marten and foxea, nhich requlre different foob. 

O f 8  fnspector Po P. Walker comnents a6 followa on operat-. i n  southeastern 

A l a 6 h :  

__  - - _ _  

Warden M, J. O'Connoxt, a f t e r  a tour o f  inspetion of fox farm6 in the 

, Ct. , i lhst  valley, expressed the followlng opinion a6 t o  reason6 f o r  lack of 



Reindeer. -- 
rl. ~ . _- 

221.. rsiniieer herds OE S t .  Oeorge Is land ma S t .  P m l  I c l a o  hme 

cont inacd io irxrease very sa t i s fec  torily.  The ~ur_?lils nales furnish 

2 limited mnnt 01' f o o u  

fresh beef t o  a very lzrge er tcnt .  

tirue ipJha -&.&ar&- +Amt the islhnds shall be pract ical ly  self-su2port- 

which t&es the place of 

I t  i s  21zmed z t  no very d i s t a n t  
$2- " 

/I 

iq i n  the rnw of fresh meat sigq+by Yrm this and o t h e r  so~.irces. 

On S t .  Icr:i1 Island,,there were 160 am.irrl;zls, i n c l u d i q  40 fzms, 
^ u D  

in the  sii.R3r o f  191A) 

othe2-6 bb&aew& i n  poor  2hysical conciitiior: probablg died, leaving 14ke 

Tvo :7cre k i l led  -- m d  three 
. m y " . .  ." 1-_. 

&--I& AkJL . .  a t o t a l  of l f j t jn&t  the close of the calendar yeas. 

On St. Guorge Island there were reported 114 of a l l  sizes 

at the end of the calendar rear.  "his h r i n p  the t o t a l  u_n t o  269 

f o r  both islands as conpared with 154 for 1915. d t o t a l  of 20 animals 2 

was used f o r  food on both islands exring 1918. 
e.*"- 

@pJ 
Since the reindeer subsists during the winter U~O~L\+=U-+ species 

of lichens which are of very slow growth and of l i p i t e d  distribution 

on the Pr ib i lofs ,  the Bureau plans t o  i n s t i t u t e  an inquiry into the 

probzble maximum s ize  of herds which c8.n be continually maintaimd 

v-pFasaat* "time-- is known on on each island. 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

B U R E A U  OF F I S H E R I E S  

In  accordance K i t h  your memorandrrm of Larch 18, 1919, there is 
attached herewith an itemized table showing the conditior? of the 
natives' bank accounts at the close of December 31, 1918. 

A statement inclu&j.e appropriate data regarding the holdings of 
Liberty Loan bonds 'by the natives i s  being prepared ana w i l l  be handed 
t o  you within a Cay or SO. 



P iis ir, 13revia.w yeirs, a number of the natives of the Pr ib i lof  Islands 
have perscmal fmds vhich a m  in  the custoQ of the United S ta tes  Com- 
missiwer of Fisheries as tmstee. These funds m e  still on deposit 
with the 'dashingtcm Loan and Trust Cmpany, Eiashington, D. C. and draw 
i n t e re s t  of 3 per cent per annm,- calculated on monthly balances. 

credit and the acco-at has t!iorfffore beec closed. 

,--b 

/' 

' r ,  < 
e 
.; i)urix the year 1918, one nativeflwithdrew dl funds which were t o  her  6. 

&-- 
i On January 1, 1918, the balance was $4,454.98. Interest credited 

f <  July 1, 1918, amollllted to  2;60.1% and on December 31, 1918, &50.70, malr- - 
c ing a t o t a l  o f  4llO.8z f o r  the ent i re  year. i;o funds were deposited 

during the year ma withdrewals amounted t o  $1,391.15, leaving a bnl- .d i - P - h a c e  on December 31, 1918, of &3,17'4.65, itemized +&?~-3w-3~~; 

Pr ib i lof  Islands 3?atives* Savings Accounts i n  * e  
G F  m i t e d  State8 ea-* ' - missioner of Fisheries, as Trustee, Decenber 31. 1918. 

Funds of- Hmonnt. Funds of- Bmormt. 
I 
I 

St. Paul Island: 
BourdukofsQ, kpollon. ...........w 
Bourdukofs-q, Peter.............. 
D i a k a n o f ,  auxenia (ks. C. E;. 

H013e)......................... 
b a n o f f ,  nlexefi6.. .............. 
Fretis, ir=rif-ir zi;................ 
Fra t i s ,  dkalina.r................ 
F r a t i s  . ~ t h n . 2 .  .&.. ............ 
F r a t i s ,  O.~iIina.-c........o....... b 
Gronoff, I~iwia................ 
Emson, Jo2lfl..................... 
KozLoff,. ~srascavia............. 
Krukoff, Iuletn................,. 
iandregan, dexandra Z........... 
Lelovidov, ~fey................. 
Leloviuov, a t o n .  ................ 
Lercul ieff ,  3osofey.. ............ 
tsrculiefi ' ,  Lkk.aq7. .............. 
Berculieff ,  ~,. ~ritunna............. 
Lerculieff ,  P a a  a..... ....... ...I 

h 3 l O V  i UOV I06of 0 0 . . 

4 36.44 
23.03 + 

222.05 ' 
40 . 64 -" 

.3a 
40.63 

272.22 
111.27J 
116.58 

22.88 v' 

11.57 
111.7'6 r/ 

110.57 ' 
27.95 * 

95.07 
57.19 

24.25 
278.51 
87.53 

516.03 
87.53 
87.53 

401.21 
1 0 . 2 ~  
82.91 

9-64 
40.64 

42-63 

3.50 Xacharof, Emanuel.. ........ 4 30.08' 

. Piercnlieff, Ferents. .  ..... .I$ . Oustigoff, Peter....m....... 
2c)arilroff, &rippina.......... .. Pruikoff, Lhria XI.. .......... . Sedick, Blarina.. .......... ../ 
Teto f f ,  Vikenty 2;. ......... ., I 

i . Galanin, X k r y .  ........,.....: . Le6 tenkof, Zchasl. ......... I . Eerculiof,  wifina.........~ 
' Xerculiof, Joseph.... ........ . Xercaliof, ?olyxenia........! 

. i?hiloluonof, Zoya.~. ........ .I . C h a m ,  &tichael.............. 

. 
*St.  George Island: 

J ?hilOI?lOn3f , -8. . 4 
3 

I 

Total. .................. 133,174.65 

36.44 
36.44 
14.27 

' 

(a) Deceased, e s t a t e  undfvided. ( b )  Ro t  l i v ing  on %&lands i n  1918. 



Middleton Island, G u l f  of‘ Alaska. 

ib&+~ i e  under leaee t o  Joseph Tbach 
- = This island m- 

of Cordova, +&mi&. The foxea 

run wild on the i s land and the leeeee is unable t o  tea l  how many there 

are. In 1918 one hundred blue foxes were k i l l e d .  
aJ, SC-:+- ’*’ 

L i t t l e  Koniuji Island, Shumasin Group.- Andrew qroevold continued - 
_I_-- A /----------. -~ 

ione on thi-e, island,= 
. - f 2 - -  

6-, 

f%@cxssxllrrxtE----~&&b44e information with regard thereto i s  available hi”-? , 
,,, ”* -., 4 4 

Pearl Island, Chugach Group. - This island was leased from July 1 ,  2 - 
wae n t 

p$r I t  hsxxs%x&ax stocked 1917, t o  I .  D. ETordyke o f  Soldovia, Be”!&. 

with foxes as lufxrax~oxrpmfxnf W!. Nordyke arrpected to enter military 

semico,& but he reports that arrangements w i l l  be made t o  begin 

operations in the seaeon o f  1919. 



! 
1 

Tdrough the cooperation of the office 

atkention hie bsek given to tho obn 

a anbl work of thekuresu. Twelve 

! 
ix 

i 
Through a recipr&cal errrangamdl t 

OB i hie  Bureau have bedn sppolnted ex 

of the- Governor o f  Alaaka greater 

--x~R fur-bearing 

i 
o r  of 

I 
with thb GoverrmPgct Alaska empluyee6 

of f ic i4  game wsrdenr, and the Terri- 
i i 

t o r b l  game wardens a&;special employees fdr the suppression o f  the liquor 

trsf i ic among the Indi have been designAed special warden8 i n  the Alaska 

co of the Burasu ok Fiahsrics withod eBditional campensstion, This 

i Patrick Hamiltok Re tcd- 

1 
increksss: the Bureau's p e r s o ~ U  in A l a s d  by taLffOnmembere, es follows: 

I 

b. Martin , game Arden at Anc had already besn appointed 
I 4  i 

e spedidl fur narden at a hominal ..4/a.s, t o  succeed a former .plr qmam 

emplo& o f  8imllar stetus: / This arrangement warn domplet a in  Jnly and 88818t8!~1Ce ham been given 

chiefly in the matter of rekortthg Bio lrt ions  of the l a w  and regulrtionr, 

mv&a;wes of illegally tdeX *$ins. 

1 

.. 



'.. 

nec=zred 100,OOC f e e t  of films, chiefly o f  iyi educLtions1 :md new&. 

a,& subscribeu f;x!cI~; f o r  the yarchaee of the rmcliine fror :lie R;rdio 

fall in the s;cL1.e manner before, 

and subscribed fmas f o r  the nwchase of s no t im pictiwe p o j e c t o r .  

This was s e n t  frm Ceattle the s i m c r  ?ad y t  i n  o n w a t i  '11 i.n 
--A.n 



Die ::aomi3;1s nw,bars of s5;t birds which nest on ihe P r i b i l o f  

Lone of ihe zpeciee lime been estimatcd i n  millions. 

W i r  s~~ployees  hsvc given the subject a s1;:s-e of  at tention during 

their  resiuence there and the islands h v e  thus cOme t o  be bettes .known 

i n  t h i E  ree;?ect thm &-qv similsr 82.83 in rJaSjZEt. Collections have been 

ssnt in frm t b . u  t o  t ine  a d  a lmost  withaut exception thoy contained 

all directions a d  a considerable number of them q . 7  be e q e c t e d  every 

yezr. Tne t o t a i  nmter  of s?ecies vhich breed o r  axe found regularily 

in rnigrztion i s  mly 45. 

l is t  t o  129, 

the speciss havin? been sscured ir, Xorth merica. 

Bat the nmber o f  stra&&rs hze swelled the 
__ 

O f  these no  lers than 14 repreeent the f i r s t  records of 

Fire othtirs were 

origlnaily described from this locality. 

STecirnens kave been collected o f  al l  exceft 6 of these 129 species 2 

and of those collectoc. the 3. L. 1Wiona.l 3,uce.m possesses specimens 

frm. the islends of a d  but me. 
"x 

-? The l i s t  rvhich follons ~ 7 %  originally 7,repE;rod by 2. C. %'. Rich- 
- *  

s' - 
iuond of the h t i o c d  Luse-m for use O n  the islztn 

* ,  
L7. o the r  desirable qec ie s .  It has bean added t o  b;7 

a- -4. I 1u/-J, 

af ter  ka coaplet&he s t u d y  of the last collection he broqht,Baaar;L. 

Xmes have been corrected and s l igh t  changes made by &. H. C. Ober- 

hol%er of th,. 3 Biological Survey. 

- _I- 

C & 

c. r i ?  rJ 

- -  
While i t  is  impracticable at the present t i m e  f o r  any of  the Pribi- 

-4- Q*css4*E_ 
lof employees t o  cievote az&Imv time t o  the collee t lon of 



bflrc&,owing to the shortage of tu&istmts, the 3ureau 

the p e e e m a t i o n  af my sgecirnem ~ L i c h  mqg a.~_ne;r &tran:e or v t i c h  

possess sone uzusaal in t e re s t .  

encuura+y% 


